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night. The concern is that the water not be left standing all night; if it 
is, when the morning star appears, the water is invalidated. A solution 
to the problem will now be presented. |” Associates in the name of R. 
Yohanan: “Once the priest had raised up [water, and then washed his 
hands and feet in it prior to taking up the ashes], he puts it back [into 
the laver, prior to the appearance of the morning star, marking the 
passage from night to day and imparting uncleanness to the water on 
the count of having been left all night]. [Accordingly, the issue of 
using invalid water is not a problem in the case of the washing prior to 
taking the ashes off the altar, since this is done before the rise of the 
morning star.]” 


1:13: Hilpai said, “Just as the passage of the night does not invalidate 
in the case of the hands, so the passage of the night does not invalidate 
in the case of [water in the] laver.” 


AND WHOEVER GETS THERE BEFORE HIS FELLOW, WITHIN FOUR CUBITS OF THE 


ALTAR, HAS ACQUIRED THE RIGHT TO DO SO. 


II:1: [With reference to M. 2:1C] Within four cubits of the altar: ] 
Whether one is within four cubits of the ramp [or] within four cubits of 
the altar, does it make a difference? [Is the ramp equivalent to the altar 
so far as standing within its domain is concerned?] On the basis of that 
which we have learned, There was the case of two who got there at the 
same time, running up the ra np [M. 2:1H], it follows that within four 
cubits of the altar [is the definition of falling within the domain of the 
altar, and not merely being on the ramp up to the altar]. 


AND IF THE TWO CAME AT THE SAME TIME, THE ONE IN CHARGE SAYS TO THEM, 


“CHOOSE UP [BY RAISING A FINGER].”” AND WHAT DO THEY PUT FORTH? ONE 
OR TWO. 


III:1: What is the meaning of “Choose up [by raising a finger]” [M. 
2:1D]? What is the meaning of “they do not count it”? 


BUT THEY DID NOT PUT OUT THE THUMB IN THE TEMPLE. 


IV:1: This is because of the possibility of deceit. 


IV:2: One does not say in the sanctuary, “From whom shall we begin 
the count?” But the supervisor would lift up the miter of one of them 
[T. Yoma 1:10C], and they would know that it was from him that the 
count began. And should we not scruple that he may select the one of 
some one whom he liked, or of a relative of his? They would stand 
around in the form of a spiral figure [T. Yoma 1:10B]. 


